
Admissions 2024



•  We always put Girls First.  
They are the focus of everything 
we do.

•  We are Fearless. We act and 
speak with conviction and 
commitment and we are not afraid 
of thinking differently.

•  We are Forward-thinking. 
We stay ahead through purposeful 
innovation.

•  We are a Family of schools. 
We support each other and share 
our learning across our unique 
network.   

The Girls’ Day School Trust is a unique family of 25 schools  
across the country and specialists for 150 years in girls’ education.

On the website you will find all school policies on matters such as 

safeguarding, special educational needs, data privacy and health and 

safety  (hard copies available from the school office should you wish), 

as well as information about the curriculum, co-curricular activities and 

pastoral care, the terms and conditions of acceptance of a place and 

practical details about the school day, etc.  

www.wimbledonhigh.gdst.net

Stepping In
We aim for every girl to feel known, supported,  

confident and able to shine at Wimbledon High.

Striding Out
We aim for every girl to leave us prepared to shape the society  

in which she lives and works.  
We will do this, across the whole school by:  

• Encouraging resilience, independence and kindness; 

• Nurturing curiosity, scholarship and a sense of wonder; 

• Promoting excellent teaching and learning; 

• Running a broad, inspiring co-curricular programme.

Wimbledon High Aims

In sharing these values, we have specific aims as a school,  
which guide us in everything we do.  

The GDST’s Values are: 

A GDST school



Welcome
We’re immensely proud of the 
education we offer at Wimbledon 
High School but know that the 11+ 
process can be daunting for families. 
Do have a look at our top tips (later in 
this booklet) and remember there are 
many great schools - the right one will 
be there waiting for your daughter. 

We know that for our students truly 
to grow, in every aspect of their life, 
they must feel known, supported 
and understood; and that without 
learning about themselves and 
those around them, they will never 
truly reach the full potential of their 
academic learning. Our school motto, 
ex humilibus excelsa, is all about 
charting this growth in all its aspects; 
from small things, greatness. Our 
pastoral care programme, GROW, is 
at the heart of everything we do and, 
we believe, leads to grounded girls 
and young women who wear their 
successes lightly.

We teach our students to own their 
space, raise their voices for the good, 
and believe in their own agency and 
power for action and change.  
Whether that’s celebrating each 
other’s heritage as part of fostering 
a truly inclusive community, or 
championing and supporting 
girls and young women who may 
be disadvantaged; whether it’s 

performing in the annual stand-up 
comedy night, or whether it’s having 
the courage to fail and to develop true 
grit: WHS girls are bold, be that loudly 
so, or in a more quiet manner. As they 
stride out of school at the end of Year 
13 they are ready to be the change 
they want to see, ready to head out 
into the world and shake it up a little.

We hope to be able to welcome you at 
one of our open events. For a flavour 
of life at Wimbledon High and to see 
the sorts of activities that go on in 
the classroom and beyond to make an 
education at Wimbledon inspiring, do 
explore our website and social media 
for news, blogs written by students 
and teachers, video clips, photo 
galleries and more.

Fionnuala Kennedy 

Head

S E N I O R  S C H O O L  A D M I S S I O N S

www.wimbledonhigh.gdst.net 

@wimbledonhigh wimbledonhighschoolgdst
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Our ethos and academic results  

Good Schools Guide: 
 
“If we had a fiver for every school that describes itself 
as ‘highly academic but not a hot house’, we could 
retire early. 

But here it’s really true! School has courageously taken 
the decision that girls take nine GCSEs (10 if they 
add further maths or Greek). This leaves room for a 
mind-broadening unexamined politics, philosophy and 
economics (PPE) course in year 10 that should be a 
model for other schools.”

GCSE results 2023

76% 9 - 8

A Level results 2023

72%  A* - A 

School life is about so much more 
than examination success: fun and 
friendships, finding passions for life 
within a rich and varied co-curricular 
programme and having opportunities 
to volunteer within the local 
community. (All of Years 11 and 12 go 
off-timetable one afternoon a week 
for Partnerships.)

Unusually for an academic school, 
students take 9 GCSEs, allowing them 
space and time to study Politics, 
Philosophy and Economics in a 
bespoke, non-examined course during 

Year 10, which opens their eyes to the 
big picture and universal themes, as 
well as specific modules on personal 
finance and other life skills. 

Our Neurodiversity department 
supports neurodivergent students and 
those with hidden differences and it 
is our firm belief that the way a brain 
is wired should not be a barrier to 
learning or achievement.  
 
(See https://www.wimbledonhigh.
gdst.net/seniors-11-16-/neurodiversity-
project-flip )

https://www.wimbledonhigh.gdst.net/seniors-11-16-/neurodiversity-project-flip
https://www.wimbledonhigh.gdst.net/seniors-11-16-/neurodiversity-project-flip
https://www.wimbledonhigh.gdst.net/seniors-11-16-/neurodiversity-project-flip


Our school fees are set by the Girls’ 
Day School Trust and cover tuition  
and school text books.

Lunch is compulsory for girls in  
Years 7 to 11 inclusive and the termly 
lunch fee from September 2023 is 
£291.00. 

There is also a trips charge – 
approximately £90 a term in Year 7.  
We are currently reviewing all trips.

In addition, families may opt for 
individual instrumental tuition for their 
daughters. These fees are charged 
separately by visiting music teachers. 

 

School Fees

Senior School fees from September 
2023 are £7,718.00 per term.  
A term’s notice is given by the 
GDST of any increase in fees.
Public exam fees are not included 
in termly/annual school fees.

S E N I O R  S C H O O L  A D M I S S I O N S

Making an application 

If you would like to enter your daughter 
for our 11+ assessments, please register 
with us before Wednesday 1 November 
2023 (12.00 noon) for September 
entry into Year 7.
 
The registration fee is £150 and covers 
our administrative costs. It is non-
refundable. The fee if applying from 
overseas is £200 (non-refundable). 

We cannot accept registration forms 
after the deadline has passed. 

On acceptance of a place, a non-
refundable deposit of £1,500 is payable. 
 
 

A link to our online registration forms 
can be found on the Senior Admissions 
pages of our website.

Before you begin to complete our 
registration form please make sure you 
have the following to hand:
• A scan of a head and shoulders 

shot of your daughter in JPEG/PNG 
format.

• A pdf of any relevant medical or 
Educational Psychologist reports you 
wish to submit.

• A VISA/Mastercard Debit or credit 
card to pay the registration fee. 

•  A scan of your daughter’s passport.

Entry to the Senior School is academically selective and the main entry point is 
Year 7 (11+). Assessments are taken in Year 6. 



Help with Fees

For families needing help with 
the payment of fees to the Senior 
School, we have a number of means-
tested bursaries available for Year 
7 and beyond. Our colleagues at the 

GDST assess eligibility; you can find the 

criteria on the GDST website. 

These bursaries are granted to families 

for the duration of the student’s time 

at Wimbledon High School, providing 

those same eligibility criteria are met 

annually. Depending on need and 

family income, it is possible to get 

the whole fees paid, plus assistance 

towards other costs, such as uniform, 

school meals and travel expenses if 

your journey is more than 3 miles. 

If you are on a low income, and can 

demonstrate this by being in receipt 

of benefits e.g. Income Support, 

Working Tax Credit and you wish to 

make a bursary application, we are 

happy to consider waiving our school 

registration fee of £150. 

However, you must have visited the 

school before applying and the full 

bursary application must be submitted 

to the GDST before the bursary deadline 

of Wednesday 1 November 2023.

S E N I O R  S C H O O L  A D M I S S I O N S

Having a bursary changed my life. I had a 
bursary during sixth form and without this I 
would never have been able to study and finish 
higher education in such an incredible institution. 

My greatest achievement so far is getting into 
university, I know that might not seem like much, 
but neither of my parents finished school. 

I am the first person in my family to finish school 
and go to university and I could not be prouder.

The bursary meant that I could apply to some great 
universities, and I am studying at one currently, 
doing an amazing course that could take me onto 
my dream job. My bursary enabled me to do that.

Currently studying  
Psychology at  
University of East Anglia

Please contact the Admissions Team at senior-admissions@wim.gdst.net 
before submitting your application. They can send you an information booklet 
detailing bursary support offered.

Laksha Sivaram  
2012-2020
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2024 Entry for Year 7
For 11+ we test in two stages. 

The first stage is our academic 
testing. All candidates sit Verbal 
Reasoning and Non-Verbal Reasoning 
papers.  
 
These will be in hard copy (paper and 
pencil) and sat at Wimbledon High 
School on 15 and 16 November 2023. 
(Candidates will be assigned a date.)

Types of Verbal Reasoning (VR) 
questions include finding common 
words and combinations, identifying 
antonyms, letter transfer and number 
codes. Non-Verbal Reasoning (NVR) 
may include patterns and shapes.
We recommend all candidates should 
have tried at least 6 - 8 papers before 
sitting them with us. Practice 11+ VR and 
NVR papers can be bought as booklets 
from bookshops or online. We really 
do not recommend spending hours 
practising multiple papers.

The VR and NVR results are considered 
and from these results we shortlist for 
the creative assessment. Candidate 
performance is age weighted.

The second stage is our Creative 
Assessment, by invitation.  

For our Creative Assessment we 
devise group and individual activities 
around an exciting theme, so that the 
girls are challenged within a fun and 
collaborative environment. The morning 
(or afternoon) allows us to get to know 
the girls and how they think, how they 

express themselves and collaborate 
with others and how they use their 
problem solving and creative writing 
skills in the process. The content of our 
creative assessment is pitched at a level 
accessible to those studying the UK 
National Curriculum and as such, should 
not need preparation in advance. 

Invitations to attend the Creative 
Assessment will be sent on Friday 1 
December 2023 and the Assessment will 
take place on Monday 8 January 2024. 

Our decision making

Once both stages have been held, the 
results will be considered alongside 
the first stage results and a candidate’s 
school report. Offers will then be 
made and any academic scholarships 
awarded.

Please note that in fairness to all and in 
accordance to our Admissions policy, 
we are not able to give preferential 
treatment to siblings. Our Admissions 
policy may be viewed in full on our 
website.

Our typical cohort size is around 104,  
in four forms, with some variation 
year-on-year.

School Tours and Taster events for  
Offer Holders will be held during the 
week commencing 19 February 2024.

Our deadline for accepting offers of a 
place will be March 2024, date to be 
confirmed.
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Every five years, we have capacity in 
school to accept a larger cohort, taking 
it through from Year 7 to sixth form. 
We like to do this as it means we are 
able to give out offers to more amazing 
girls and disappoint fewer of them. We 
will for September 2024 entry be able 
to accommodate five forms instead of 

the usual four and so this may be a five 
form entry. This will be dependant on 
the quality of applications and enough 
candidates reaching the required levels, 
and so is not a given.

Our offers will be made on 
Friday 9 February 2024.

Academic Scholarships
Every year we offer a number of 
academic scholarships at 11+.  
All 11+ applicants are considered for 
these, and they are awarded by the Head 
to those girls who achieve the highest 
scores in our assessments.

Academic Scholars at WHS are 
given opportunities to be challenged 
and inspired above and beyond the 
curriculum as part of our academic 
scholarship “super-curriculum” 
programme. This is set up for all our 
scholars to ensure that they access a 
wide range of academically enriching 

lectures, – such as the Rosewell and 
Explore Lectures by visiting speakers  
on a range of thought-provoking subjects, 
seminars, competitions, extra sessions 
both within and beyond the school. 
 
All scholars will also have a termly 
one-on-one meeting with the Head of 
Academic Scholarship to discuss their 
areas of interest and will be provided with 
an individualised list of books/podcasts/
videos to guide them in their research 
and support them throughout their 
intellectual journey.
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Sports Scholarships

Sports Scholarships are available for 
entry into Year 7, usually worth 5-10% 
(up to a maximum 20%) of annual 
school fees. We recommend girls try 
for them if they are already performing 
highly in a particular sport or if they 
show considerable potential at their  
primary school. The deadline for 
applications is 12.00 noon on 1 
November 2023 for 2024 entry. 
 
Please fill in the Sports Scholarship 
application form in your admissions 
portal. You must already have 
registered for 11+ at Wimbledon  
High School. 

We ask candidates to submit a 
short video for each sport listed 
on their application, wherever 
possible. We understand that this 
may not be possible for everyone 
and the information provided on 
the application will be our primary 
evidence. 

We will hold our Sport Scholarship 
assessment on 6 December 2023 
and invitations to attend the Sport 
Scholarship assessments will be 
sent to candidates after our first 
stage academic assessment in early 
December. Families can submit an 
optional reference from school or  
club coaches at this point.

Sports Scholarships are available for 
entry into Year 7, worth 5-10% (up to 
20% for an exceptional applicant) of 
annual school fees.  

What skills should I have to be 

a Sports Scholar? 

• A sport scholarship candidate 
should be regularly representing 
school A teams and ideally 
competing for a club. Our main 
competitive sports at WHS are 
Netball, Hockey, Gymnastics, 
Swimming, Tennis, Cricket and 
Rowing, however exceptional 
athletes in other sports are welcome 
to apply.

• Applicants should be able to 
demonstrate a clear commitment 
to sport (with a reference from 
their team coach / PE teacher) and 
regularly attend external clubs, but 
we are looking for candidates who 
show potential, therefore it is not 
necessary to already be competing 
at a high level.

What is expected of a Wimbledon

High School Sports Scholar?

• To be an ambassador for the subject.

• Make a significant contribution 
to co-curricular sport and be 
committed to mid-week and 
weekend fixtures throughout all 
three terms.

• To take on leadership, coaching and 
umpiring/refereeing responsibilities 
within curriculum lessons and co- 
curricular activities.
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Applying  
for a  
Sports  
Scholarship

Invitations to 

assessments for 

Sports Scholarships 

will be sent after 

the Assessment in 

November 2023. 

If you wish your 
daughter to be 
considered for a 
Sports Scholarship, 
you must make a 
separate application, 
the form for which will 
be made available to 
you when you indicate 
your interest on the 11+ 
application form

Invitations to assessments for Sports 
Scholarships will be sent after the 
Assessment in November 2023.    

What happens at the Sports

assessments?

During the Assessment every candidate 
will be asked to demonstrate their 
skills in one or more of their chosen 
sports (Gymnastics, Hockey, Netball, 
Swimming, Tennis); all girls will 

participate in some Netball skills 
and game play as well. During these 
sessions, girls will be assessed on 
their teamwork, skills under pressure 
in competitive game play, work ethic, 
tactical application where appropriate, 
as well as more individual skills. 



Music Scholarships

Music Scholarships are available for
entry into Year 7, usually worth 5-10% 
(up to a max of 20% for an exceptional 
student) of annual school fees. 
Scholarships continue until the end 
of Year 11 as long as the expectations 
below are met.  We recommend girls 
try for them if they are keen and skilled 
musicians.

The deadline for application is 12.00 
noon on Wednesday 1 November for 
2024 entry. Please fill in the Music 
Scholarship application form linked on 
your portal login. This will be added 
once you have submitted your  
11+ Registration. Invitations to audition 
will be sent to candidates with the 
results of Stage 1 of our academic 
testing. Music auditions will take place  
in January 2024. 

What skills should I have to be 

a Music Scholar? 

• Your standard of instrumental/
vocal performance should be at 
least ABRSM Grade 5 merit in your 
principal instrument. Musicians 
showing significant potential will also 
be considered.  

• Applications from Brass/Lower 
Woodwind/Lower String players 
are particularly welcome.  

• Playing a second instrument is an 
advantage but is not essential.

• Those candidates invited to an 
audition in January 2024 will be 
asked to submit a short two to three 
minute video of themselves playing 

their instrument(s) and telling us why 
they are passionate about Music.  
We will give details as appropriate. 
Please do not submit any videos 
until you are requested to do so. 

What is expected of a Wimbledon

High School Music Scholar?

• You will make a significant 
contribution to co-curricular music-
making by being involved in the 
various different ensembles and by 
being an ambassador for the subject. 

• You will perform as a soloist at the   
termly Music Scholars’ concerts. 

• You will attend and/or perform in 
the four competitions throughout 
the year – set for Piano, Strings, 
Woodwind & Brass and Singing.  

• You will study academic music to at 
least a GCSE standard. 

Music Scholarship Open Afternoon
We are holding a Music Scholarship 
taster afternoon on Tuesday 10 October 
2023, 1-3.30pm. Candidates who will be 
in Year 6 at the time may join with their 
parents to find out more about music 
scholarships at WHS and experience 
playing with our symphony Orchestra. 

Please visit our Admissions Portal to 
book onto this event.

S E N I O R  S C H O O L  A D M I S S I O N S
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Applying for a  
Music Scholarship
Invitations to audition for  

Music Scholarships will be 

sent after the Assessment in 

November 2023.  

If you wish your daughter to be 
considered for a Music Scholarship,  
you must make a separate 
application, the form for which will 
be made available to you when you 
indicate your interest on the 11+ 
application form.

Occasional vacancies into  
other years
While 11+ is our main entry point, for 
entry into Year 7, occasional vacancies 
may sometimes arise, as family 
circumstances change.  

If you are interested in a place in Years 
8, 9 or 10, the first step is to express 
your interest to the Admissions team 
by emailing: senior-admissions@
wim.gdst.net or by completing our 
Occasional Vacancy enquiry form on 
our website. We assess girls in Maths, 
English and Verbal Reasoning for entry 
into Years 8, 9 and 10. Assessments 
take place in the spring term before 
September entry.

Entry into Year 9 or 10 is increasingly 
common and we do usually see some 
vacancies for this entry point. 
 
We do not accept girls into Year 11 but 
we have a thriving Sixth Form, with a 
number of students joining us in Year 
12, following 16+ assessments. 

Please see the Sixth Form Admissions 
booklet for more information. 
https://issuu.com/
wimbledonhighschool/docs/sixth_
form_guide_2023-2024?fr=xKAE9_
zU1NQ

https://issuu.com/wimbledonhighschool/docs/sixth_form_guide_2023-2024?fr=xKAE9_zU1NQ
https://issuu.com/wimbledonhighschool/docs/sixth_form_guide_2023-2024?fr=xKAE9_zU1NQ
https://issuu.com/wimbledonhighschool/docs/sixth_form_guide_2023-2024?fr=xKAE9_zU1NQ
https://issuu.com/wimbledonhighschool/docs/sixth_form_guide_2023-2024?fr=xKAE9_zU1NQ


Key Dates for 11+ 2024 entry  
and our top tips for the process

S E N I O R  S C H O O L  A D M I S S I O N S

•  Admissions deadline for  

registering for Year 7  

entrance tests:  

1 November 2023

•  Deadline for Music and Sport 

Scholarships applications:  

1 November 2023

•  Deadline for Bursary  

applications and completion  

of GDST bursary form: 

1 November 2023

•  VR and NVR testing  

(First stage, for all candidates): 

15 and 16 November 2023

•  Results of first stage:  

Early December

•  Creative Assessment  

(Second stage, by invitation): 

8 January 2024

•  Offers made:  

By 9 February 2024

•  School tours and taster events  

for offer holders: 

Week commencing  

19 February 2024 

•  Deadline for acceptance of a place: 

Early March – date to be confirmed

On the Senior Admissions pages  
of our website you will find 
Frequently Asked Questions. 

For further information about any 
aspect of our Admissions  
please contact one of our team:  
senior-admissions@wim.gdst.net
or our Head of Admissions, 
Mrs Bronagh Preston on:  
b.preston@wim.gdst.net  

Admissions queries 



In recognition that 

the 11+ process can 

be a tricky time for 

families, we have 

pulled together 11 

top tips, which we 

share with you here. 

7 
Explore with your daughter 

some deep breathing and 

mindfulness techniques.

8  
Emphasise the importance 

of sleep, hydration, exercise, 

diet - the message being 

to eat well and look after 

yourself, maintaining 

balance and definitely 

keeping up co-curricular 

activities and out-of-school 

activities.

9  
Online chat can quickly 

spiral away from the truth. 

Talk to the school if you 

have any questions!

10  
Stick letters from the 

schools you are applying 

for  somewhere prominent 

and make sure you all know 

what your daughter needs 

on the day. Leave plenty of 

time for your journey.

11  
Don’t send your daughter to 

sit an exam if she’s unwell.

2  
Avoid wholesale tutoring. 

It’s no way to spend a 

childhood and if your 

daughter needs loads of 

tutoring, then it’s not the 

right school.

3  
Don’t be swayed by friends. 

Find the school that works 

for your daughter, not 

necessarily the one that 

friends are choosing.

5  
Have fun conversations 

round the dinner table with 

your children - musing 

on life, the universe and 

everything. This will not 

only be enjoyable but 

stands girls in good stead 

for interviews.

6  
Consider an 11+ “swear-

box” - too much mentioning 

of 11+ and you pay a fine! 

Perhaps the total can go 

towards a family treat when 

the exams are all over.

4 
As a family, keep calm. 

Think positively but 

realistically. As a parent, 

keep perspective and avoid 

catastrophising  

(ie: what’s the worst thing 

likely to happen, will all this 

matter, six months down 

the line?).

11 for 11+ top tips

1 
Apply for no more than 

5 schools (of different 

academic ranges - make 

sure there is at least one 

“back-up” school within 

those).

S E N I O R  S C H O O L  A D M I S S I O N S
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Director of Co-curricular/Partnerships  

Ms Jenny Cox  

BSc Brunel

Director of Digital Learning  

and Innovation 

Mrs Rachel Evans  

BA Hons York, MA UCL

Senior Tutor 

Dr John Parsons  

BMus MA PhD Cardiff 

Director of Studies 

Ms Suzy Pett 

MA Cantab 

Assistant Head Pastoral 

Ms Chrystal Cunningham 

MPhys Hons Warwick

MSc, UCL Institute of Education

Assistant Head Academic 

Mr Ferdinand Doepel 

BSc Hons Lancaster MA UCL

Assistant Head, Head of Sixth 

Mr Edward Griffiths 

BSc Hons Bristol

Deputy Head Junior School 

Mrs Sarah Chittenden 

BA Hons Surrey

Senior Management Team Includes all SLT plus...

Senior Leadership Team 

Governors

Rebecca McKinlay  

BA Hons Hull (Chair)

Esther Bell  

MSc UCL 

Iain Boot  

MBA Kingston, ACIB

Vicky Brown 

BA Hons UCL, CPE, LPC

Chris Hutchinson 

BMet Sheffield, MInst P, FRSA

Sally Lawrence 

BA Liverpool

Carmen Palmer  

MSc LSE 

Lisa Waters  

MSc UCL

Head  

Ms Fionnuala Kennedy  

MA Oxon

Senior Deputy Head 

Mr Ben Turner 

BA Hons, MA London 

Director of Finance and Operations  

Mrs Kathryn Jones 

BA Exeter, ACMA

Director of Marketing 

and Communications 

Mrs Rachel Brewster  

BA Oxon, MA Leeds 

Head of Junior School  

Ms Claire Boyd  

BA Hons Royal Holloway



Head 
Ms Fionnuala Kennedy

Wimbledon High School
Mansel Road, London, SW19 4AB
wimbledonhigh.gdst.net

Contact
T 020 8971 0900
E info@wim.gdst.net

GDST, 10 Bressenden Place London SW1E 5DH United Kingdom . The Girls’ Day School Trust is a Limited Company.  
Registered in England No. 6400.  Registered Charity No. 306983. www.gdst.net

wimbledonhigh.gdst.net

Wimbledon High School is conveniently 

situated in the heart of Wimbledon.  

The station is a few minutes’ walk away, 

serving National Rail, London Underground 

and Tramlink. 

Buses 93, 493, 200, 57 and 131 stop nearby.

We encourage active and sustainable travel 

to and from school wherever possible 

If you are driving to Wimbledon to visit the 

school, please use one of the two public 

car parks marked on the map and allow 

plenty of time. Parking in Mansel Road 

and surrounding roads is limited to a few 

metered bays. 

We regret that there is no visitor parking 

available on the school site.
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