Mabel Lews

‘Wimbledon High School Headmistress 1918-1939

Miss Mabel Eleanor Lewis was born in 1880 in Hereford, and educated
at Hereford High School and Newnham College Cambridge, where she studied
Classics. For her teacher training she was attached to Blackheath High School.
She joined Wimbledon High as an Assistant Mistress in 1904, teaching Classics
and German. She left in 1912 to spend a year studying at the University of
Grenoble, and on her return in 1913 was appointed Head of Southend High
School for Girls. On the death of Miss Gavin in 1918, Mabel Lewis returned to
Wimbledon High School as Headmistress, teaching Classics and Scripture. Of
course, the year before the main school building had burnt down, and the
school was operating in temporary buildings all over the place. In spite of this
the school was full to capacity for the whole of her tenure.

Miss Lewis oversaw the reconstruction of the main Mansel Road School
building, which opened in 1920. According to school records she took leave of
absence to visit Egypt and Palestine in Spring term 1923. On retiring in 1939,
the tribute paid to her by her colleague Miss Truman began: ‘Miss Lewis ‘s
Headmistress-ship of Wimbledon High School must have been unique, for she
took up the reins of office in one European war and laid them down in
another’. Mabel Lewis died in Bath in January 1963, and is buried in Bath
Abbey Cemetery.

Further Reading

WHS 1940 magazine pp 2-6 for some excellent tributes paid to Miss Lewis on her retirement by
Old Girls and colleagues http://wimbledonhighschool.daisy.websds.net/Filename.ashx?
tableName=ta publications&columnName=filename&recordid=22
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